
 
ALOHA TO OUR MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENTS 

 
With Much Aloha from the  
Desk of Beverly Little 
Middle School Principal 

 
 
Class of 2012: We boast with excitement as HBA Middle School can officially say, ÒWe promoted 
our first eighth graders from our Dan Kong Campus! Ó   They were a great group of kids and 
supported our many campus activities through their student leadership.  Highlights of the year 
were field trips; the magic show; special campus activities; concerts; sleepovers; math, geography, 
and spelling competit ions; talent shows and sports.    
 
Summer School 2008:  Three hundred twelve middle and high school students are attending 
our summer school program this summer at the Dan Kong and Stan Sagert campuses.  Session I 
(non-credit courses) ends on July 3 and Se ssion II (credit courses) ends on July 11.  
  
New Water Fountains:  As you walk the campus, you will notice two new water fountains.  One is 
located near the Multipurpose Room; the other is located near room M107.  Thank you to our 
facili ties manager, Sucha rt Archpru, for installing them.  
 
Aloha to Faculty Members:  We bid a fond farewell and mahalo to Ms.  Tina Mueller,  Earth 
Science 8 , and Mrs. Kate Fuller, Math 7.  Ms. Mueller is following GodÕs leading to Uganda, Africa , 
where she will be on a mission te am to install water purification systems.  Mrs. Fuller, very -soon-to -
be-mommy, will be busily experiencing life as a wife and new mother.   
 
Mrs. Lynn Silva moves from Math 8 to her former teaching line , Math 7.  Our middle school team 
welcomes with joy ou r new Math 8 teacher,  Mr s. Lesley Stevens, who taught Algebra and 
Trigonometry last year on the high school campus , and Mrs. Traci (Shibuya) Morihara, who is 
returning to the middle school to teach Earth Science 8.  
 
New Middle School Principal:  Leading th e middle school team will be Mrs. Claudia Atta.  
Claudia and I worked closely together this summer to ensure a smooth transition to her new 
position as middle school principal.  She comes with a wealth of knowledge and a heart for HBA.  
She has a love for kids and a laughter that will brighten your day.  As I extend to her my warmest 
aloha, I ask that you please stop by and meet her.  
 
My Farewell to HBA:  I would like to thank  you for the many blessings  I have experie nced while 
working here at HBA.  I leave  knowing that God has taug ht me and molded me to fulfill His  new plan 
for my life.  I will be teaching Algebra to the most struggling students next year at D el Sol High 
School in Las Vegas.  I want you to know how much I have enjoyed working with each one of you.  
The struggles and triumphs are precious gems.  It has been a privilege  to be part of the HBA 
Ohana.  
 
 
 
 



From the Desk of Claudia Atta 
Incoming Middle School Principal 

 
Welcome to all incoming seventh graders and new eighth grade students! We hope to  make your 
transition to our middle school as smooth and welcoming as possible. IÕm in a similar transition as I 
return back to the Hawaii Baptist Academy Ohana after an eighteen year career in the D.O.E. I 
have enjoyed the ÒstoriesÓ and appreciated the me ntoring Mrs. Little has shared with me as we 
worked together this summer.  I know you join me in praising Bev for the eighteen years she has 
served in her various capacities at Hawaii Baptist Academy  as teacher at the Waianae and Pali 
campuses and as the opening school principal at the new Middle School campus. Bev has chosen to 
continue to serve the Lord as she leaves us to teach mathematics to disadvantaged students in the 
Las Vegas region.    
 
I look forward to working with our new and returning faculty and extend a heartfelt welcome to our 
returning eighth grade students. I hope all of you are refreshed from the summer and ready to 
work and learn together.  I look to God to lead us through this upcoming school year of spirit -filled 
learning and growing.  
 
The first middle school event scheduled is Parent Orientation Night on Friday, August 8 at 6 pm.  
It is a n important date to  place on your calendar, as this is an opportunity for you to listen to each 
core teacher talk about the specifics of his/her clas s.  We look forward to seeing you.  
 
First Day of School Reminders: Middle School students will begin their day with the first bell at 
7:30 a.m. and the tardy bell sounds at 7:35 a.m.  Students must be in their seats ready to learn , or  
they must report to t he school office. The day ends at 2:05 p.m.  Students opting to take flex 
classes will be released at 2:55 p.m.  The first few days of transitioning back to school can be 
difficult and lunch lines may be slow moving until students understand the system.  T he lunch period 
is 40 minutes on regular schedule. To improve the flow, please remind your child to decide on his or 
her order before stepping up to the counter and to have money ready to give to the cashier.  In 
fact, for the first few days of school, you  might want to consider giving your child home lunch.  
There are several microwaves located in various areas of campus for student use.   
 
Eagle Student Success System (ESSS):   
The Middle School has a student support system and tools for student success f or your child this 
coming school year.  This system has been developed with an eye on the prize of whole child 
development.  It supports, with  the involvement and partnership of each family, your childÕs 
spiritual, academic, physical, social , and emotional  growth.   
 
Planners 
Every Middle School student is provided with a school planner  to record and track assignments.  As 
students gain skill and experience with time management and organization, they will improve in their 
ability to plan out their homework time.  Parents may use the planner as a tool to aid students in 
homework completion.  Parents are expected to sign the planners weekly. 
 
Sticker Policy 
The Middle School grade -level teams have created an effective behavior -correction  system 
utilizing stick ers to help  ensure your child has a successful year.  Th ese visual identifier s assist  
student s and parents to recognize areas needing correct ion.  At the end of each quarter, students 
are rewarded with a drawing for prizes.  
 



Monday Folders 
Each Monday, students will receive a weekly bulletin.  The publication identifies upcoming Middle 
School events.  From time to time there will be other important items incl uded in the folder.  Field 
trip  forms, camp forms , or letters to parents regarding a particular even t that requires  parent 
signatures, may also be included in the folder.  Parents are expected to check the Monday folder 
weekly. 
 
Monthly Calendars 
Students will receive two monthly calendars.  They should keep one of the calendars in their 
binders for nece ssary edits.  The other calendar should remain at home.  Major assignments such as 
projects, portfolios, oral presentations, tests, and some quizzes are listed on the calendar.   Daily 
homework assignments or other minor items will not be included.  
 

From the Desk of Nolan Namba 
High School Vice Principal 

 
Welcome to all incoming freshmen and new high school students and welcome back to all returning 
sophomores, juniors , and seniors!  I hope you are having a fun, restful , and safe summer break , and 
I look f orward to seeing you all in August!  God bless you and your families!  
 
Major Changes in next year’s handbook for Middle and High School 
Students:   Please go through the handbook carefully with your parents soon after you 
receive it. 

 
(1) Change in descript ions of school conduct violation categories: from Category I, II, 

III, and IV to Zero -Tolerance, Major and Minor violations.  
 
(2)  Change in violation category of pornography to expanded category of involvement in 

sexually immoral activities; addition of ex amples of premarital sex and homosexuality.   
Also, clarification  that holding hands as an allowed public display of affection is 
limited to couples of the opposite sex.  

 
 (3)  Change in citizenship grading structure, penalties and reporting to parents:  

 (a) Elimination of prior yearÕs usage of ÒstrikesÓ; all violations resulting in   
  penalties will involve demerits and/or other forms of school discipline.  
 (b)  Citizenships grades for each quarter will now be as follows:    

  0 to 3 demerits = A 
  4 to 6 deme rits =  B 
  7 to 9 demerits =  C 
  10 to 12 demerits = D  
  13 or more demerits = F  

 (c) Penalties for  low citizenship  grades will now be as follows:  
  A or B = no penalty  
  C = immediate behavioral probation for 2 weeks  
  D = immediate behavioral probation for 4  weeks 
  F = immediate behavioral probation for rest of that quarter plus following  

 quarter (this is no change from prior policy)  
  Immediate behavioral probation will commence the first Sunday following  

 the violation that caused the citizenship grade.  
  Behavioral probation means that:  



 A senior may not leave campus for lunch or senior independent period;  
 A student may not participate as a camp counselor;  
 A student may not go on off - island tri ps such as senior trip and East 

Coast trip;  
 A student may not be  a member of the PresidentÕs Aloha Council;  
 A student may not participate in athletics, drama, NHS, NJHS, clubs, 

class council, student council, Project Grad, Winter Banquet, Junior -
Senior Banquet , Film Festival, class socials, Junior and Senior 
Independen t periods, and other co -curricular and extra -curricular 
activities.  

 (d) Student violations will be reported to parents as they occur.  
 
(4)  Change in absence policy:  
 (a) Absences for reasons such as student sic kness, death in the family, and   
  medical/ dental/legal appointments are excused (no change in policy).  
 (b)  Absences for vacations, non -school athletic trips, college trips, driving tests, job 
  interviews, staying at home to work on projects, papers, etc. are unexcused and  
  students will not be  allowed to make -up any work, quizzes or tests (no change in  
  policy).  See exception below (c). 

(c) Each student will be allowed to miss no more than four (4) school days of each  
   academic year for any of the reasons stated  above (b).  However, in or der for an  
   absence to be excused at the discretion of the High School Vice Principal  or Middle 
   School Principal , it must be re quested in writing or sent via email to the respective 
   campus administrator at least two weeks in advance.  The first fo ur days of absences 
   that are reported, whether they be single days or multiple days,  must be taken at 
   least a full day at a time an d cannot be scheduled during semester and final exam 
   weeks.   

 

From the Desk of Michael Tanigawa, Registrar 
 
The new school year will be starting on August 4 th   Ð how time flies!  Included in your mail -out 
packet is a letter from the RegistrarÕs Office, subject:  Information from the Hawaii Baptist 
Academy (HBA) Registrar .  This letter discusses the RegistrarÕs blog (sh ort for weblog), the titles 
of information articles available for review, and how you can communicate with the RegistrarÕs 
Office via the blog.  
 
Please take a few moments to read the letter and I encourag e you to take a look at the web site.  
 
Data Verification Forms:  These forms are included in your packet with a return envelope.  
Please take some time to review the cover letter and the form, make necessary corrections (in a 
color other than black), and return it no later than Friday, July 11th.  When enter ing changes to 
ethnic background and religious denomination, remember to use only the listed entries since our 
database will not accept anything other than these.  We depend on your assistance to keep our 
student information database current and up to date . 
 
Please remember to notify the RegistrarÕs Office  once the school year begins whenever you have 
a change in your mailing address, phone numbers (home, work, cellular), and e -mail address.  Thank 
you in advance for your assistance in ensuring that HBA can  communicate with you.  
 
Draft Class Schedule:  Enclosed is a draft schedule for your child(ren) for your review.  The 
schedules are still being worked on to ensure all students have full schedules and that the 



course enrollments are balanced.  The final schedule will be provided in homeroom on the first 
day of school, August 4, 2008. 
 
Please read the last paragraph of the cover letter which explains the process for any 
proposed schedule changes once your child(ren) receive(s) the final class schedule. 
 
Course schedule changes:  Every effort was made to provide students the courses they 
requested on their  registration form s.  Due to a full enrollment this year, most of the classes are 
filled and it will be very difficult to accommodate course schedule changes .  
 

Three days have been set aside this summer to work out scheduling concerns: 
 
 July 3  Thur sday       8:00 a.m. Ð 4:00 p.m. Seniors  
 July 7  Monday 8:00 a.m. Ð 4:00 p.m.       Underclassmen 
 July 8  Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Ð 4:00 p.m. Underclassmen 
 
If the  course schedule has an ÒopenÓ period or ÒduplicateÓ course, students are to call the 
counseling department  at 595 -6304 to schedule an appointment.  Other changes, if warranted, may 
be allowed only if  a course that needs to be added is open and if no other chang es in the studentÕs 
schedule are required.  No schedule changes will be  made for teacher preference or  student 
convenience.   All requests for change, other than ÒopenÓ periods or Òd uplicateÓ courses, will require  
a letter by a parent acknowledging the req uest for change and will incur a $50.00 Òchange of 
courseÓ fee.  
 
Student Social Security Number:  Enclosed is a letter explaining why HBA does not maintain 
student social security numbers in the database.  
 

From the Desk of Kathy Lee, Admissions Director 
 
To Parents of 7th­12th Graders who are new to HBA:  Please turn in your child's release card 
(signed by you) and 4th quarter report card by July 15th.  We encourage our new students to 
attend the various orientations/activities for their classes scheduled p rior to the start of school.  
 
Roberts Hawaii:  For information on transportation services, please call Roberts Hawaii,  
832 -4886, and ask for Kim or Pauline.  
 

From The Desk Of Sharyn Smith, 
Director Of Counseling 

 
We look forward to another school year part nering with teachers, parents , and administrators  to 
work with our students in their educational journey s.  This year, Miss Nikki Okazaki will continue to 
be counselor for the 7 th  and 8th grades, Mr. Todd Sasaki will be counselor for the 9 th  and 11th   
grades, and Mrs. Carolene Neely will be counselor for the 10 th  and 12th  grades.  Mrs. Susan Goya, 
college counselor, will be able to focus on a college advisement process and will be working with  
Mr. Nolan Namba to revamp this process.   
 
The junior guidance course has been replaced with the Life Skills and Service Learning course 
taught by Miss Kirsten Chong.  The college preparation units will be part of this course and will be 
taught by Mrs. Goya.    
 



The key concept we would like to promote is partnership:   partnership in order to encourage 
students to take ownership of their daily learning and their educational goals  and partnership among 
counselors, teach ers, parents, and administrators  to optimize the educational experience s of our 
students.  We invite y ou to another level of involvement with us in our studentsÕ education.  
 

From the Desk of Joanne Kealoha, School Nurse 
 

We are pleased to announce that HBAÕs middle school students will again be offered free influenza 
vaccinations on our HBA campuses for th e 200 8-2009 school year .  This program is a collaborative 
effort with the Department of Health, the Department of Education, the Hawaii Catholic Schools, 
and the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools.  We will be disseminating written consent 
materials  later in August.  
 

There are many other practices we can follow to r educe the incidence of illness and stop the spread 
of germs at school.  Some good health habits to keep in mind are:  
 

• Students should not attend  school with a fever, if they are vomiting,  have diarrhea, or have 
an infectious skin rash.  

 

• Cover the nose and mouth  with a tissue when coughing or sneezing.  
 

• Wash hands frequently.  
 

• Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage stress, drink lots of fluid s, and eat 
nutritious foods, e.g ., whole grains, fresh fruits, and a variety of vegetables.  

 

Lastly, if your child becomes ill or is injured at school, please make it a priority to come and pick up 
your child right away.  Thank you for your continued consideration of our HBA ohana.  
 

From the desk of Deren Oshiro, Athletic Director 
 

Congratulations to all of our returning athletes for their contributions to the school community this 
past year!  They represented HBA extremely well.  We again had a record number of athletes and 
teams recognized by  the Interscholastic League of Honolulu (ILH), state, and media in 2007 -2008 
(see ÒILH, State, and Community RecognitionÓ in the HBA Athletic Handbook). On June 14, 2008, 
HBA also was recognized for the third consecutive year as an HMSA Kaimana Award winne r for ILH 
division II!  This program recognizes schools for overall excellence in athletics, sportsmanship, 
academics and community service.  HBA, which won the first place award in 2006 and second place 
award in 2007, is the only ILH division I or II scho ol to be recognized all three years of the 
program.  The school was awarded a beautiful rock and crystal trophy along with a check for $1,500 
at the awards luncheon at the Kahala Hotel.  
 
As we approach another school year, we are looking forward to another  season of competition and 
achievement, but more importantly, fellowship, camaraderie and sportsmanship.   
 
HBA Athletic Handbook 2008­2009: The updated handbook will once again be available online 
at the school website:  www.hba.net.  From the school home page, click on Òstudent lifeÓ, then scroll 
down to Òathletics .Ó  The link to the athletic handbook will be in the right margin.  Please take time 
to review it and refer to it as necessary.  All revisions or additions are so noted in italics.  You may 
also download it to keep on file for future reference.   
 



REQUIREMENT #1:  The Athletic Handbook Agreement Form (included in this mailout) must 
be completed, signed, and returned in order for your child to be eligible to participate in HBA 
athletics.  This is due July 21, 2008.  If your child plans to try out for a fall sport (see ÒSport 
OfferingsÓ in the HBA Athletic Handbook), please take care of this as soon as possible!   
 
REQUIREMENT #2:  ALL students intending to try out for sports must take a physical exam 
and submit a completed HBA Student Health Record form (yellow cardstock).  This is due 
prior to or on the first day of their respective sport tryouts.  This is an annual requirement.  
Forms are issued from the school nurse, but are also available at the athletic office.  Please turn in 
your completed forms to the athletic office or to the front office.  If the anniversary of the prior 
physical exam falls during the athleteÕs season, an updated athletic participation form must be 
submitted prior to or on t hat specific  date.  The athlete will be ineligible for athletic participation 
for any period of time the school is without a valid Student Health Record form on file.  Please 
contact me in the athletic office if you have any questions.  
 
Thank you for your support of our athletic program.  At HBA we do compete to win (1 Corinthians 
9:24 -27), but try to keep wins and losses in perspective.  God wants us to give our best efforts ALL 
of the time (Colossians 3:23 -24), no matter what we are doing.  He also wants us to work together 
with a Christ - like attitude (Philippians 2:2 -5) knowing that every person is valuable and plays an 
equally important role on the TEAM (1 Corinthians 12:14 -27).  And all of us at HBA Ð administrators, 
faculty, staff, coaches, students an d parents Ð  are on the same teamÉtogether!   
 
It is both a privilege and an honor to serve as your athletic director and I welcome your feedback.  
Please donÕt hesitate to call me with any questions, comments, suggestions or opinions you may have 
regardin g our athletic program.  “HBA Athletics…Winning with Integrity” 
 

                        ************************************************************* 
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