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A Trip of a Lifetime–The Road to Carnegie Hall
OVER SPRING BREAK, 54 students from 
the high school Wind Ensemble toured the 
East Coast, performing for HBA’s Mainland 
Advisory Council members in Virginia, and 
at the Sounds of Spring International Music 
Festival at Carnegie Hall in New York City. 

Preparations for the trip began last school  
year. Students attended dozens of rehear
sals after school and during breaks.  

In Virginia, the band held a special concert 
at the First Baptist Church of Alexandria. 
Approximately 200 guests, including MAC  
members and alumni from the region, 
attended the event. During the concert, 
some students shared how God is trans
forming their lives through music and the 
ministry of HBA.

After leaving Virginia by train, the students 
made a quick stop in New Jersey to perform 
at the Liberty Science Center in Jersey City 
before their final performance at the famous 
Carnegie Hall. The young musicians were 
well prepared to share their talents that God 
has bestowed upon them.

“Playing at Carnegie Hall was an expe
rience of a lifetime, especially for a high 
school band. It’s probably something we 
would have never pictured. This trip and 

The Wind Ensemble visited New York City over Spring Break.  Photo courtesy of Bey-Yu Thompson. 

Scott Wong, left, and Davin Rausch, right, at the capitol 
building in Washington, D.C.  Photo by Faye Takushi.

the friends I’ve made are things that I will 
cherish for the rest of my life. It’s definitely 
a bucket list goal that has been checked off,” 
said Bey-Yu Thompson, senior.

The 10-day trip was also packed with 
sightseeing, good food and quality time 
spent among friends. In Washington, D.C., 
the group visited the Lincoln Memorial 
and Smithsonian museums and galleries. 
In New York, they enjoyed famous sights 
like the Empire State Building, the 9/11 
Memorial and Times Square.

The Wind Ensemble performs at the New York 
“Sounds of Spring” International Musical Festival at 
Carnegie Hall on March 27.  Photo by Faye Takushi. 

Sunday, September 30
9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
University Baptist Church
16106 Middlebrook Dr. 
Houston, TX 77059

Sunday, September 30
5:00 p.m.
Chinese Baptist Church
900 Brogden Rd.  
Houston, TX 77024

Wednesday, October 3
7:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church Euless
1000 W. Airport Frwy. 
Euless, TX 76039

Sunday, October 7
9:30 a.m.
First Baptist Church 
Richardson
1001 N. Central Expressway
Richardson, TX 75080

Wednesday, October 10  
12:00 p.m.
First Baptist Tulsa 
403 S. Cincinnati Ave.  
Tulsa, OK 74103

Wednesday, October 10
5:00 p.m.
South Tulsa Baptist
10310 Sheridan Rd.,  
Tulsa, OK 74133

The Soldiers of Light 2018 Fall Tour
HAWAII BAPTIST ACADEMY PRESENTS:

For more information, email development@hba.net  or call 808-533-7094
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The Mainland Advisory Council is a body of Christian 
supporters who believe in the purpose of HBA 
and are committed to ensuring its well-being. The 
council was first organized in 1977 with 54 members. 
Today, 300 families from 28 states belong to the 
family of HBA supporters. Members attend the  
annual meetings in Honolulu at their own expense.

HAWAII BAPTIST ACADEMY welcomed back the Mainland 
Advisory Council (MAC) for their 42nd annual meeting in 
Honolulu, February 20–23. The guest devotional speaker was  
Dr. Steve Laufer from University Baptist Church in Houston, 
Texas. Throughout the week, members heard moving testimonies 
from students, faculty members, parents and administrators 
about how God, through HBA, has impacted their lives.  

“One of my greatest joys is to be able to serve and reach out to other 
teens who are brand new to our campus, and share with them the 
love God has for them,” said senior Cody Sugai, who shared how 
HBA has helped to deepen his relationship with Christ. 

In fourth grade, Sugai suffered from an arteriovenous malfor
mation (AVM), a bleed in his brain. He continues to live with the 
effects of the AVM. Sugai considers his physical disabilities a 
blessing in disguise. Prior to his injury, Sugai and his family were 
completely focused on sports rather than their relationship with 
God. However, through the love and kindness of his fourth grade 
teachers, their prayers and faithfulness guided his family back  
to church, which they now attend regularly.  

Throughout middle and high school, Sugai has been heavily 
involved with the school’s student ministries by volunteering for 
City of Joy, an outreach ministry for homeless and near-homeless 
families in Nanakuli, leading Bible studies on campus for middle 
school boys, being a camp counselor and singing in the Soldiers 
of Light choir. Sugai will be attending Seattle Pacific University 
in the fall of 2018. He says he is strongly considering full time 
ministry for a career, and possibly becoming a youth pastor. 

“I pray that as I serve and lead that people will know Jesus better. 
That is what my calling is.”

HBA’s new director of institutional advancement, Billie Takaki 
Lueder ‘94, accepted Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior during 
Christian Emphasis Week. 

“My faith grew exponentially during my time ministering 
through song as a member of the  Soldiers of Light (SOL) choir,” 
said Lueder.  

It was through SOL’s ministry that Lueder gained the confidence 
to share her faith not only one-on-one, but with a larger audience. 

“I give all praise and glory to Him for this amazing opportunity 
to give back to a school that has given so much to me, through 
its academic rigor and its extra-curricular activities, all while 
providing me a space to grow deeper in my walk with the Lord.”

MAC Week 2018

Students from the elementary school greet MAC members, including Jim Taliaferro of Louisville, Kentucky, who gave a high-five to one student.

Watch more MAC Week testimony highlights on our 
website at www.hba.net/MACWeek2018
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[1] L–R: Clara Inglish, MAC Chair, 
Dallas, Texas; Paul Jordan, 
Alexandria, Va.; and Bob Oxford 
of Golden, Colo. [2] Director 
of institutional advancement 
Billie Takaki Lueder. [3] Guest 
devotional speaker Pastor Steven 
Laufer.  [4] HBA wind ensemble.  
[5] L–R:  Cody Sugai, MAC host 
Janet Chinn, Mrs.​ ​​Fran Byrd and 
Dr. Bob G. Byrd of ​Villa Park, Calif. ​ 

During their weeklong visit the MAC worshipped with the 
elementary students at chapel and visited classrooms, including 
the elementary school’s newest multipurpose room, the Innovation  
Station, which is dedicated to science, technology, engineering and  
mathematics (STEM). Following their visit, Mr. and Mrs. John and  
Genelle Sweitzer from Houston donated robots, building kits, and 
a 3D printer to the Innovation Station. At the middle school, the 
MAC enjoyed a presentation by the students. They also worship
ped with the middle and high school students at chapel, where 
they were treated to a special performance by the Wind Ensemble. 

The week culminated with the Aloha Banquet at the high school 
gymnasium, where MAC members were honored for being 
faithful donors and supporters of HBA. They received lei and 
were treated to a delicious three-course dinner capped off by a 
spiritually moving performance by the SOL choir. During the 
program, the students honored the memory of Mary Eleanor 
Kong, who passed away on March 28, 2017. Originally from 
Ripley, Mississippi, Mary Eleanor met the love of her life, Dr. Dan 
Kong, while pursuing her master’s degree in church music at the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.  
At HBA she directed the high school and handbell choirs, and  
later became the development director. 

Bob Oxford of Golden, Colo., was elected MAC Chair for 2018– 
2019. He replaces Clara Ingish of Dallas, Texas. Paul Jordan of 
Alexandria, Va., will serve as vice chair.

SAVE 
THE 

DATE! 

Celebrate HBA’s 70th Anniversary during 
MAC Week 2019.  FEBRUARY 19–23

1 2

4 5

3

Second graders, left, say thank you to Mr. and Mrs. John and Genelle 
Sweitzer of Houston, Texas, for donating several items to the elementary 
school’s Innovation Station.
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The dilapidated house with the leaky roof and “wringer” washing machine 
on the back porch was the location of my first meeting with “Miss Mary” 
many years ago. She was in her final season when she contacted me and over 
time we became close friends. I was with her at her death and spoke at her 
funeral. Our common bond was we were both “only children” and our love 
for the Lord and the church. I even wrote about her in my book on kindness. 
Her frugality was obvious but her great wealth was hidden. Over time, she 
decided to designate her estate to a variety of Christian causes upon death. 
Her change in attitude was noticable after her plans were final and she knew 
her life would impact so many after she was gone. Hospitals, churches and 
schools would benefit greatly from her estate planning. Her life lives on today 
because of her desire to build and leave a legacy.  

What will your legacy be? Including HBA in your estate plans will give new 
life purpose and impact students for generations to come. If I can be of help 
to you in discussing this confidentially, contact me at trwfriend@aol.com or 
(214) 599-0048. You can also call the HBA office at (808) 533-7094. 

Robert Whitfield 
HBA Donor Relations Officer

Your Legacy Gift 

The HBA Legacy Society includes those who have named HBA as a beneficiary 
in their estate plans through a bequest, trust, gift annuity, pooled income, life 
insurance policy, or retirement account. Only a statement of intent to leave a 
gift to HBA is required for membership. Members are invited to all school donor 
events. You may choose to remain anonymous in your giving, but participation 
in the Legacy Society may inspire others to also ensure that HBA will have the 
resources to continue providing a Christ-centered education for Hawaii’s children 
and youth. Names of Legacy Society members will be listed in the 2018 Annual 
Giving Report.

Story 2: My Uncle Raymond was the youngest 
brother on my mom’s side of the family. All 
of the brothers joined the armed forces for 
the Korean War. They were all relatively 
small men but vicious fighters. Raymond, 
however, was a big, burly guy who joined the 
Marines and at the end of the war landed in 
Chicago. I never met my Uncle Raymond, but 
I had heard that he was the black sheep of the 
family. As fate would have it, I went to college 
at the University of Chicago on the south side 
of the city. Uncle Raymond told me to come a 
few days early and he would show me around. 

The first place he showed me was the site of 
the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. In 1929, the 
south side gang lined up members of the north 
side gang in a garage and machine-gunned 
them to death. We then went to the homes of 
Al Capone and Bugs Moran, the leaders of the 
south and north side gangs. We went to other 
famous crime sites and finally the present 
homes of the current mafia dons. At 17 I was 
young and naïve, but I wasn’t stupid. I asked 
my uncle what he did for a living and he said 
he was a bagman for the mob. I asked what 
a bagman was and was told he moved cash 
between gangs. My family thought that was 
just horrible. I thought it was cool. That was 
all I knew about Uncle Raymond. I graduated 
from college and left Chicago.

Years later, Uncle Raymond passed away and 
I went back to Chicago for his funeral. A lot of 
Hispanic men in uniform were at the funeral. 
Since my uncle’s wife was Mexican-American, 
I presumed they were relatives or neighbors 
from the near south side neighborhood where 
my uncle lived. She had no idea who they 
were. They all came up to me to tell me their 
stories. Raymond kicked these boys off the 
streets. They were committing minor crimes, 
smoking weed and drinking. Raymond 
would beat them until they got off the streets. 
They knew they couldn’t fight back because 
Raymond had the backing of the mafia, 
and fighting back meant that they would 
disappear. But Raymond paid for these boys 
to get their GEDs. Raymond paid for them to 
go to the Police Academy, Fire Academy and 
to get into the Marines. Those boys became 
police officers, firemen and Marine officers. 
They told me that if it weren’t for Raymond, 
they’d be in prison, or more likely dead. They 
were also sworn to secrecy. They could never 
say that he helped them get off the streets. 
Uncle Raymond understood that, “We must 
love one another or die.”

Commencement Address 
(continued from page 3)

The Sound of Heaven Touching Earth 
A Christmas Celebration and Benefit 
December 14–15, 2018 
Hawaii Convention Center

Legacy Awards 
February 23, 2019 
Hilton Hawaiian Village,  
Coral Ballrooms 4 & 5

Ticket information coming soon to www.hba.net

1 9 4 9

COMMITTED
        through FAITH
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May it never be that you should 
have multiple sclerosis (MS) but, 
if so, remember this name:  
Dr. Darin T. Okuda ’88.

MS is a disease brought on by one’s immune 
system. For reasons unknown, the immune 
system misrecognizes and attacks the 
body’s central nervous system, which 
includes the brain and spinal cord. The 
disease damages nerve fibers and disrupts 
the flow of information between the brain 
and the rest of the body, resulting in a wide 
range of symptoms, including fatigue, 
numbness and tingling, disruption of a 
person’s ability to walk, emotional changes 
and much more. 

Darin has spent the last 17 years research
ing MS. (A brief online search shows 
the impressive range of his expertise in 
neuroimmunology.) A few years ago, he 
discovered a new diagnosis for patients 
who may likely develop MS. He found that 
patients that seem asymptomatic for MS 
may display symptoms in ways detectable 
by magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). 
The idea was so novel that he was the first 
to formally introduce the Radiologically 
Isolated Syndrome (RIS) in a 2009 publica
tion. After his findings, the scientific 
community recognized his discovery and 
the diagnostic criteria now carry his name. 

He is known nationally and internationally 
for identifying and examining the syndrome.

Darin’s inventiveness is not confined to MS. 
He is presently applying for a patent on a 
new method for isolating and evaluating 
brain tumors using 3-dimensional (3D) 
analysis. Darin has found a new way to 
extract brain tumors from MRI studies 
and has identified an innovative way to 
determine tumor progression. Previous to 
this technology, doctors had to guess where 
to perform surgery and treatment from 
unclear, low-resolution, two-dimensional 
images. His discovery allows for enhanced 
patient education, improvements in 

diagnostic capabilities and new insights 
in tumor biology. Darin was recently 
named winner of the 2018 American 
Academy of Neurology’s Inaugural 
Brainstorm Competition for his innovative 
idea - “3-Dimensional Phenotyping: The 
Next Revolution in Medicine.” Many feel 
that Darin’s new approach will change 
how medical experts evaluate and manage 
tumors worldwide.

While a student at HBA, Darin remembers 
being “not the best of learners,” though 
naturally curious. He had no medical 
aspirations and didn’t envision having a 
professional career. 

“I never imagined having a future life 
that involved reading, writing, and public 
speaking,” said Darin via email. But he 
recalls gratefully that Marsha (Ishida) 
Hirae ’72, then a counselor, encouraged 
him. Mary Ann Fulford, his U.S. History 
teacher, also told him he would “do great 
things one day.”

In his second year at the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa, working in a lab to 
characterize marine toxins, Darin became 
fascinated with science. When he applied 
for medical school he met another HBA 
alumnus, Dr. Gerin Chun ‘73, who he says 
“was pivotal in my career in medicine.” Dr. 
Chun, who has been an anesthesiologist at 
Kaiser for 30 years, was on a committee to 
interview candidates for admission. Their 
connection to HBA created a bond. Gerin 
recalls Darin as a “driven guy,” going on to 
win research awards in medical school.

Following graduation, Darin completed a 
residency in neurology and a fellowship 
in neuroimmunology at the University 
of California in San Francisco. He is 
now based at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, 
where he also cares for patients with 
neuromyelitis optica spectrum disorder 
and transverse myelitis. Like MS, both of 
these autoimmune disorders affect the 
body’s central nervous system.

Alumni Chronicles  
Dr. Darin T. Okuda, M.D. ’88

By Maurine King

Dr. Okuda holding a 3-D printed 
model of a brain tumor.
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Download Dr. Darin Okuda’s apps on MS, Neurology and Nutrition
https://itunes.apple.com/us/developer/darin-okuda/id1202146546?mt=8

THE CLASS OF 1978 celebrated their 40th reunion on April 20 at the Waialae Country Club, followed the next day by a family picnic 
at Kailua Beach Park. They continued their fellowship on the island of Maui. Front Row, L-R: Jonet Ahuna, Vali Bell, Jane Marks, 
Renee (Archer) Nakashima, Dale (Nakashige) Hagadone, and Mary (Dunn) Osorio. Second Row: Kim (Finton) Clark, Kevin Sumimoto, 
Elizabeth (McLemore) Lum, Cynthia (Henna) Kono, Tami Curtice, Page (Bolona) Gaylord, David Sproule, and Randall Omoto.  
Back Row: Tatsuya Kobayashi, Eric Brewer, Mark Spencer, Virginia (Shasteen) Abeyta, Robert Wong, Rickerd Ching, Jim van der Voort,  
Scott Weathers, Bruce Ellis, Billy Orr, and Kyle Kaneshina.

Reunion

Alumni Chronicles (continued from page 17)

Asked what advice he has for students wanting to pursue a 
career in medicine, Darin recommends volunteer work in a 
clinic or hospital. 

“Finding a physician mentor is also highly important. I would 
be happy to serve as a mentor for those students at HBA 
interested in pursuing a career in medicine.”

My recurring prayer is for “holy imagination”—that we 
ordinary folks, and especially those with scientific training, 
will see new solutions to problems. Darin Okuda is part of the 
answer to that prayer.

L E A R N M O R E A B O U T DA R I N ’ S N E W C O N C E P T O F  
3- D P H E N O T Y P I N G FO R B R A I N T U M O R S AT 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_4aAVfyZq8&feature=youtu.be

Darin with his wife, Sara, and two daughters, Rika, 8, and Teaghan, 7. 
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[1] Jeremy and Rachel (Dang) Santiago ’08 were married  
on December 17, 2016, at Kualoa Ranch in Kaneohe, Hawaii.  
Jeremy is a project engineer with Hawaii Gas and Rachel  
is a pediatric resident at Hawaii Residency Programs, Inc.  
They reside in Honolulu. 

[2] Kainoa Gruspe ’13 and Amber Khan were married on 
December 30, 2017, in Kahaluu, Hawaii. They reside in 
Honolulu. Kainoa’s mother, Tara Gruspe, is a high school 
counselor at HBA. 

[3] Micah Nakamura ’11 and Aimee Uyehara ’11 were married 
on January 6, 2018, at the Hale Koa Hotel in Waikiki. Micah 
is a programmer at HMSA, and Aimee recently received her 
masters degree from the University of Hawaii at Manoa.  
They reside in Honolulu. Siblings Jordan Nakamura ’08  
and Elise Uyehara ’14 participated in the wedding party. 
Terence Li ’02, HBA math teacher, and Derek Coryell, HBA 
middle school social studies teacher, were the emcees. George 
Honzaki, HBA middle school principal, gave a special blessing. 
Classmates Colby Anama, Caitlin Chong, Kalsi Kwon and 
Brandon Arakawa attended the celebration. Micah’s mother, 
Dayna, teaches second grade at HBA.

[4] Cody and Kaitlin ’07 Miyashiro-Carvalho were married on 
April 15, 2018, at Sunset Ranch in Pupukea on Oahu’s North 
Shore. Cody is a flight attendant for Hawaiian Airlines and 
Kaitlin is a teacher at Highlands Intermediate School. Their son, 
Traeton, is a second grader at HBA. They reside in Aiea, Hawaii.

[5] Edward Saito ’06 and Karen Heisler were married on  
April 21, 2018, at the Mission Basilica in San Juan Capistrano, 
Calif. Edward is a clinical pharmacist and assistant professor 
at the Pacific University School of Pharmacy, and Karen is a 
pediatrician with Childhood Health Associates of Salem.  
They reside in Sherwood, Ore.

[1] Maia Kamalii Yasukawa was born on October 27, 2017, to Max 
and Krystal (Cortez) Yasukawa ’07. She weighed 7 lbs. and 12 oz. 
and was 21 inches long. Sibling: Mia, 4. 

[2] Alice Johnson was born on March 20, 2018, to John and Julia 
(Wong) Johnson ’04. She weighed 7 lbs. and 12 oz. and was  
19 inches long.

Weddings

Baby Eagles

1 2 3

[3] Daralynn Miu Yun Chang was born on March 29, 2018, to 
Danford and Donna Chang. She weighed 7 lbs. and 3 oz. and was 
20 inches long. Daralynn’s father is the counseling department 
chair at HBA. Sibling: Dayson, 2.

1

3

5

2

4
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Alumni
Sally Kaneshiro Murata, 75, of the class of 1960, died in Honolulu 
on Dec. 29, 2017. She was retired from Hickam AFB as a secretary. 
She is survived by her three children, Lori (Dan) Funakoshi, 
Wendy Uesato, and Bryce Murata; and seven grandchildren.

Francis Liu, Jr., 66, class of 1969 associate, died January 6, 2018, 
in Honolulu. He was a retired infectious diseases physician with 
Kaiser Permanente. He is survived by his wife, Debbie; daughter, 
Colleen (Kevin); son, Peter (Tammy); and two grandchildren.

Sally Jane Kila Amina, 80, of the class of 1955, died on Feb. 7, 2018, 
in Waianae, Hawaii. She was the pastor of the Nanakuli Door of 
Faith Mission and was retired from the Department of Education. 
She is survived by her sons, Herbert (Jocelyn) Amina, Jr., Brian 
(Johnleen) Amina, Sr., Daryl (Doreen) Kila, Sr. and Neal Lydon 
(Lou Ann) Amina; daughters Sarah Naone, CherylAnn Amina and 
Lucy (Salvador) Mendoza; and hanai daughters Candy (Mitchell) 
Gaspar and Melinda (Sonny) Cuson. She had 37 grandchildren  
and 78 great-grandchildren.

Peter I. Tamura, 51, class of 1984 associate, died in Kaneohe, 
Hawaii, on March 6, 2018. He is survived by his wife, Patty; sons, 
Tom Tom and Paul; daughters, Becky and Christy; his parents, 
Shoichi and Victoria Tamura; and brothers, Stanton ’81 and 
Daniel ’83. 

Mainland Advisory Council
Yvonne Franklin, 97, of Amarillo, Texas, died Dec. 12, 2017. She was 
a member of First Baptist Church and was active in many civic 
organizations in Amarillo. She is survived by two daughters, Ann 
(Jim) Austin and Jane (Steve) Austin; five grandchildren; and 13 
great-grandchildren.

Dorothy White, 92, of Bostic, N.C., died Jan. 9, 2018. She was a 
member of Florence Baptist Church. Survivors include her son, 
Keith White, and daughter, Sharon Haulk.

JC (Jake) Whitaker, 86, of Midland, Texas, died Jan. 21, 2018. 
He was a member of First Baptist, Midland, and had a dental 
practice. He is survived by his wife, Dr. Charlotte Whitaker; sons 
Brad and Keith (Loretta); daughter Kimberly (Randy) Rhoads; six 
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 

Aron Ray Snider, 96, of Tyler, Texas, died Jan. 24, 2018. He was 
a member of First Baptist, Tyler, and was retired from McGraw 
Edison. He is survived by his wife, Inez; two daughters, Jeanetta 
(Alan) Brown and Melissa (Kurt) Stockholm; five grandchildren; 
and five great-grandchildren.

Rita Land, 92, of Starkville, Miss., died Jan. 26, 2018. She was a 
member of Tunica Baptist Church before joining First Baptist 
Churches in Louisville and Starkville. She was long involved with 
the Woman’s Missionary Union at the state and local levels. She is 
survived by her daughter, Deborah (David) Ingram; sons, Edwin 
(Melanie) and Michael Land; eight grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren.

George Westrom, 95, of Prescott, Arizona, died Feb. 23, 2018. He 
was a manager at Odetics, Inc. in Anaheim, Calif. While a leader 
in the aerospace industry, his heart was teaching youth. He 
founded the Future Scientists and Engineers of America (FSEA) 
and started special programs at the Discovery Science Center 
in Santa Ana. He is survived by his wife, Sally; three daughters, 
Gloria (Dan) Cox, Sylvia Westrom, and Dawn (Russ) Nelson; nine 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 

William “Bill” Hall, 88, of Tulsa, Okla., died Feb. 24, 2018. He was 
a member of First Baptist, Tulsa, and was retired from medical 
practice. He is survived by his sons, Brian and Bruce (Lori) Hall; 
daughter, Janice Lewis; and three grandchildren.

Richard A. Pope, 87, of Columbia, S.C., died March 19, 2018.  
He was retired from Federal Land Bank, now AgFirst Bank.  
A former member of Rosewood Baptist Church, he also served  
at Trinity Presbyterian Church. He is survived by his wife, Jean; 
daughter, Mary Elaine Pope; son, Alan (Mary Beth) Pope; and 
three grandchildren.

Glen R. Goode, 83, of Dallas, Texas, died May 27, 2018.  He was  
a member of Prestonwood Baptist Church and formerly served  
at First Baptist, Dallas. He was an automobile dealer. He is  
survived by his wife, Barbara; two sons, Mark (Jami) and  
David (Joni); daughter Kay-Lynn Boyd; six grandchildren;  
and two great-grandchildren.

Former & Current Staff:
Elsie Torikawa, 93, of Waipahu, Hawaii, died Dec. 13, 2017.  
She worked in the school cafeteria. She is survived by her sons, 
Alan and Wayne (Norene) Torikawa; two grandchildren; and  
one great-grandchild.

Margie Hoff, 91, of Elk Grove, Calif., died March 26, 2018. She 
and her late husband, Clifford, served in pastorates in Hawaii 
and California. She also worked in the HBA business office, 
1975-76. She is survived by her sons, Tim (Carla) and Ed (Chris); 
daughter, Nancy (Ed) Giddens; six grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren.

Hilarion “Larry” Ramos Sayson, Jr., 68, of Honolulu, died April 
13, 2018. He was a security guard for 13 years. Every morning, 
he could be seen directing traffic during drop off at the middle 
and high school campus. He did this job with great care as 
the safety of each student was his number one priority. He is 
survived by his mother, Mary Sayson; two sons, Hilarion III  
and Blair (Tamara); and one granddaughter.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is also expressed to the following  
HBA staff on the loss of loved ones:

Lissy Jayaprakash, accounts payable specialist, on the passing of 
her mother, Sara Jesudas, 87, in South India on January 23, 2018. 

Donna Nasca, elementary admissions secretary, on the passing  
of her mother, Consolacion (Connie) Popa, 89, of Waianae, Hawaii, 
on April 22, 2018.

In Memory
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MAC Week in Honolulu!

Calling all mainland friends toFebruary 19–23, 2019

Register online today at www.hba.net/MAC

Share with us your latest updates  
by submitting them online at 

www.hba.net/alumni.  

    Follow Us on Facebook!
HBA Ohana:  

www.facebook.com/HBAEagles

HBA Alumni:  
www.facebook.com/HBAAlumni

AWARDS

Join us as we honor important 
members of HBA ohana 
and celebrate our school's 
70th anniversary. 

Aloha Reception for 
Legacy Awardees
Friday, February 22, 2019
Ala Moana Hotel

Legacy Awards
Saturday, February 23, 2019
Hilton Hawaiian Village, 
Coral Ballroom

Ticket information coming 
soon to www.hba.net

Remember the past, 
embrace the present,
and inspire the future.


